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AIR RAIpS oVER E4STtilIcH

The following brief summary of major incidents
Eastlei-gh during the second wotld $Jar i-s drawn frorn
a report in the Southern Da1ly Echo and records kept by a number of people
livi-ng in Eastlelgh at the time.

Mrs. D. Knight recorded the duratiOn of every siren warning that was
given and from the flrst on lth June, L94o, to the last on lth November,
1944t she has noted Lr59O alerts, not nruch different from the official
figure of lrQ6).

Eastl-eigh was not considered to be in a danger zone.
pregnant vr/omen were brought here from Gosport and pupils
school came for the duration, occupying the new North End

casualties i-n the town were conparativeLy light and were
prnximity with Southampton. Death and damage to property
harrov;ing for the families who suffered.

offic;al figures indicate 23 deaths (12 women,10 men,1 cLrild), 2r
people seriously injared and. 2J slightly b.urt. About 1!0 high explosive
bombs droppeo on the town, there were 1? incend.iary bomb attacks and {
parachute bombs landed. 0ver 41000 houses were d"amaged, 35 of them beyond
repair; in additionr industrialr commercial- and public bui-Idings were hit
but not seriously damaged.

L{r. I'Iorrnan Norris has recorded air activity over Southampton and

Eastleigh on 13th August, 1940, when it was claimed that 22 enemy planes
were brought down, one German pil-ot landing bv parachute in Cranbury Fark.
Two days later1 an Eng1i-sh Hudson bomber was taki"ng off from Eastleigh
airport as the alarm was sounded. It struck a barage ball-oon cable and

fell on Council houses in Nutbeem Roado killing Mr. and Mrs. Tom Craig as

well as the nine airmen in the plane.

fn Novemberr I94O, a pJ-ane jetti-soned its bomb load at the junction
of Church Road and Spring Lane, Bishopstoke, causing considerable d.amage

to preperty but no casualties.
0n lth November t L947 r bombs fe11 on Charnberlayne Road and Nutbeem

Road"r causing the death iof Mrs. A. Hiscock and serlously injuring three
others, Ten days laterr a glane which appeared. to have been hit unloaded

eight bombsr five of whieh landed on railway premi-ses, killing Messrs.

R. Gillingham, Godfrey, L. Gaiger, Henbest and F.8a11, all members of
a Southern Railway first-aid party.
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On 2Jth Februarye L94l-, a single plane suddenly appeared over Chandlers
Ford. and d.ropped bombs on a bouse in Winchester lioad, which kilIed Mrs.
Elizabeth Smitbr aged 52, and her grand-d.aughter, Isobell ageo five. Three

others were seriously hurt. During l{arch and Aprl1, bombs fel-1 mainly in
woodland aTeas with no casualtiesr but two houses wele demolished. During
June of that yearr parachute mines were dropperi, one close to Green Lane

lifting all the roofs in Locksley Road and another causing the deaths of
a number of service personnel.

On 18th Apri1, 1942, bombs fe11 on houses in W11mer F-oad" Casulaties
included Mrs. McCormackl aged 86, who was ki1led. Eastleighrs most serious
raid was on 22nd. Junel 1942. lTunerous flares were dropped. over Eastieigh
and Southampton to light up the whole area. llanes then dive-bombed to

drop high explosive and incendiary bombs. There was considerable damage

to re sldential r commercial and llrdustrial property. Tc-,,.nbee School , the

Town HalL and the Pol-ice Station were also damaged. trflrs.Hart and twi-n

brothers Francis and Leonard" Hart of Leigh Road were ki11eo as were

Mr. E. Kent, Mrs. A. Kentr }frs. E. Oakley and Mrs. Winnell of Owen Road.

Three others were seriously injured..
Eastleigh endured no further serious enemy actione although sirens

were sounded and aircraft were shot down, But, Ln L944r the nerves of the

whole country were set on ed.ge by the unpred"icti-bility of tbe so-called
V-Bombs, nickna"rned. Doodlebugs. These long range rockets, sort of miniature
pilotless planesl w€ro safe until the engine cut out; then they fe11 in

silence wi-th devastating effect as they hit tb.e ground. Although most of

these were meant for Lond.ony som€ were mi-s-directed or went astray over

other parts of southern England.. Four are officially recorded" as falling
in tbe Eastleigh areae in a fie1d. at lrliddle Street Farur, cn a house in
Fair Oak Road, in FIerd.on Avenuepiluri-gbury F.oad and in Pine Road./Hi1ti-ngtury

Road.

The first part of this paper ha.s attenpted to give factual information.

The second part consists of extracts from accounts by some of those who

remember the incidents, which took place over 40 years ago. In some casest

the impressions are d"eep and unforgettablel others admit frankly that

their recollections are hazy, especially concerning daies. i{oweverr it
is not difficult to link these nemories with with appropriate oocasions

listed ih the first Par,t summarY.
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ItAt the outbreak of war, I lived at Holt Farm, betwen tsishopstoke a,nd.

Fair Oak below Stoke ?ark Wood.. The first air raid I remember was on

Sarchwood.,..Another iime I was looking out of a downstairs window when I

saw four planes flyi-ng 1ow over Eastlei-gh where they dropped a nurnber of

bombs. Also I remember when Cunliffe-Owenrs near the airport was bombed...

It was the day after the official opening.'l
ttThere was a Saturday ni-ght when paracbute .bombs were dropped over a

considerable period". Most of them exploded in the open fields between

here (Velmore. Road) and North 3addesley; some ended. up hanging in trees

unexplod.ed. Two nights of the big Southampton Bli-tz provided a sad-

experiencel it was heart rend"ing tc watch the glow of the fires. Alsot

I remember a low-flying raider who sprayed Eastleigh with his maehine gun

and d.ropped some sraa11 bombs, most of which fai-}ed to explode."
rtone afternoon early in the war the sirens went and almost at once

there were dog-fights overhead.. f\vo mothers and tLeir children were

desparately trying to get to shelters in the school playground..-but the

gates were locked...V{e took thern into our shelter...Vle could hear the

noise overhead and the occasional rattle of shrapnel as it hit the dustbin.tl
rrl was returning from the library along Desborough Road when a German

plane came over very 1ow wi-th its machine guns firing. f was very frightenedr

so I ran to the d.oorway of a house...Fearing for my safety, the lady of the

house let me in. It appeared the German plane followed one of our planes

in and over the airPort.'r
nI can clearly remember 6ne air raid which took place in daylight one

evening. I was standing on the corne? of Factory Road and Cranbury Road

with sorne young friends when we sal,c an R.A,F. p1 ane flying low over the

roof tops as it prepared to land at the airport. 0n hearing more planes

we looked to see some German bombers flying in 1ow; then we saw sparks

coming d.own cranbury Road. They must have been bullets striklng the ground'ri

ilIt was summer, I94O. I was on my bike aL the junction of Cherbourg Road

and High Street when I saw these three planes coming towards met low over

High Street, in the direction of the airport. I noticed red flashes on

the nose part of these planes. I then suddenly rea]ised that they were

enemy planes and that the red flashes were their guns firing' I d'ropped

rny bike in the middle of the road and ran to the nearest wa11 to hide'rr

trl was at the kitchen sink and 100ked out of the wind'ow in the d"lrection

of the Railway works when I saw planes and noticed flashes coming from the

front of them. I realised that thei-r guns were firing"'I turned', grabbed

the chil.ren and ran and hid under the li.ving room table until everything

was quiet onee ilore'
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rrDuring a d.ay1 ight raid on Eastleign, an enemy plane came in so low

that a bomb it dropped in Ma:ket Street did not explode. ft passed through

a front bedroom window of No. 180 teari-ng down the curtains. As it careered.

across the room its fins l-eft scratches on the furniture before it crashed

througb the divid.ing wall of the bed.room next d"oore leaving the curtains
it had collected across the hoLe. It ended. up on tire bed of No. 182.i'

rrMy boyfriend anC I were talking to the man next door and his wlfe in
the gard,en of a house i-n Cha"nberlayne Roa.l. The husband was stacking

sand. bags up against the shelter when three enemy fighters came over,

He grabbed his wi-fe and shouteo, "Get into the shelterlil She was fat and

couldn't get throug:h the gape sor placing his hand on her bottomr he pusheo

her in, just in time for the rest of us to follovr as the fighters zoomed

overhead., l'{hen we came out, we found the sand bags riCdled wi-th bullets.rl
trl was a teenager living at ?-LO Southampton Road. There was a daylight

raid and rny mother and I were taking cover in a cupboard under the stairs,
when Id"ecldedl wanted to use the toilet which was outside. My mother told

me to be quick and get back to the shelter. As I went out into the backyardt

I stood and looked up as a large plane with a black cross srvooped lowt

firing rapidly. b{y mother instinctively shut the doorr leaving me outside.

I saw a dome shaire with a helrneted man inside. i{e appeared to be laughing

as he fired. hls gun. It happened so quickly, but I remember it so c1ear1y.

After the raid, a neighbour extracted a bul1et from the floorboards of

our back beciroom. It had come tirrough the roof and ceiling. I still carry

it today on my keYring.rr
ItI ivas walking along Southampton Road to go to the lost Office when

a large plane came towards n€...I noticeC the man 1n the nose part lining

up the gun...I ran for the nearest front door. l{oti-cing the key in the doort

I turned it and ran in. I sud.d;nl.'r' felt awfut as I did. not know the occupantsq

but a lady invited rne to come to the shelter until the raid was ov€r.tr

'rA plane came down over Chestnut Avenue. I could see the face of

the nose gunner qui-te clearly as he opened fire. I dived into my passage

as a bullet passed through the frcnt door of the house rl€xt door... I heard

our Ack Ack guns open up. Then I heard someone cTTtrrTheyrve got him' Hers

coming down.tr the plane passed byagain traili-ng fiames and smoke and it

crashed in a field at the back of Dutton Lane'rr

The ladies who saw the man in the plane all tend to say that he had"

a littIe black moustache !



rrlt was suruner. A sma11 crowd of us children vrere playing football
in the field near Ruskin Road. Shree bombeis came in frorn the d.irection
of Southarnpton. 'Ihey were lorniers and rvere so low you cor:ld. see the crews.

One fi-red a burst from a machine gun at us but no-one got hit. ^they went on

to d.rop bornbs which landed in the river between Allbrook and Stoke. One

blevr out the old lock gate and ancther nade such a large hole in the river
that it became deeBer and has been like it ever since.rr

A nanny of Chandlers Forri states, rtl was p'ashing a praJn up Kingrs Road" into
Winchester Road. when bombers came i-n from the directicn of lVinchester. A

woman came out of a large house and shouted , rrln here lrr She grabbeC the

pram, pulled it insider shut the door an'l left me outsid.e!"

On another occasion, rrl was pushing a baby past a bungalow on the corner

of Chalvington Road when the sirens sound"ed.. I grabbed the baby and put it
in the nearest shel-ter. Then I heard a li-ttle boy screaning outside. I
picked him up and ran straight into the bungal-orry as the planes came over

with their guns firi-ng."
rrl was on duty with the A.jr.l. at ihe Shel-ter Base where Hendy's is now

when a bomb fell j-n the garden of a house in Sb.aftesbur;7 Avenuer leaving

a massive crater. Luckily'no-one was-.k1lled. although a.'few-people we're

trappe d" in the ir house . rr

-. ilFive enemy bombers came in very low f,rom the direction of Al]brook.
The first bomb fell on a house in l,Iewtown Roadr did" not explod.e and" was

found in a bed.room. Tbe second rnade a direct hit on the Co-op bakery in
High Street, causing much danage. The third. hi.t the main Co-op bui.ldlng,

d"id. not explode, rolled down the stairs, out through the maj.n door and

lay in the gutter..,Bombs d"ropped on the Railway yardr killing John Rendell.

Months later an unexploded bomb was found in the coal stacks...Once I was

rea11y frightened. because after the biggest daylight raid. on Southampton

the planes, 30 or more, were heading for Eastleigh with ack-ack going from

all angles and she1ls bursting everywhere. One of our figbters zoomed. up

amongst thern but soon came splralling down with one wing missing and dis-

appeared in the direction of ',{oo1ston...Once a darnaged. plane-.ca,rue swaying'over

Bastleigh but fortunately cleared the town and crashed on Shawford. Down'rl

nIt was about 5 p.m. and we were in a shelter near the Co-op corner...

Ther.e was gunfire but an o1d. 1ad.y went out to get somethlng she had" forgotten.

Later, d.espite our appeals, her husband. went to find. her. 'ilhen the a1l-c1ei:,r

sounded and we came out, we found that a plane had crashed. on houses opposite

killing the crew and the eldorly couple.rr
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THE 1942 RAIIS Three ladies who wsre children when ivar brol-.e out recall
their experiences. rrlt was on a Saturday afternoon. As we were leap-
frogging along Chad.vrick Road a German bomber dlved d.own lorv and started
fi:cing a machine gun...A bul1et bounced along the pavementr'strai-ght through

our legs. A man came tunning out of his house and took us inside to shelter.
That night there was an air raid and rlre were terrified when an explosion
rocked our shelter. lYhen we carne out we saw a massive crater where our

neighbour's shelter had been. leople were in hospital and a lady dj.ed."
rr I livei in Tennyson Road. After the raid., rve came out of our shelter

an,l walked round in our night clotires to see some of the damage. Several

houses in Coniston and Grantham Roads were on fi-re and the house where I
now live was bombed to the ground.. i',{y sister and her nnother-in-law were

in one of those indoor shelters. i{hen my sister openecl the front d.oor

she found there rieas an incendiary bomb burning on the d.oor step.rl
trf remember the night bonbs fell on Plrelli's and on a pair of houses

on the corner of Owen iioad and 0'Conne11 Road. A lady was killed. lTe

spent the night in the shelter. The fo}lowi.ng morning when we came outt

we found" not a window broken in our b.ouse but every ceiling was dovln.rl

I',IIISUMMER'S DAY. 1q42 'isirens wailed, omi-nous sounds of planes and

anti-aircraft gunfire and criss-crossing searchlights filled the sky.

Like most teenagers, I was reluctant to l-eave my bed and my father came

back to hurry me along. As we ran down the path towards the shelter stepsl

there was a blindi-ng fl-ash and an ear-splitting explosion whi-ch threw us

down into the dug-out, taking the door with us. Then it was quiet. I was

lying on top of my father and feared he was dead. I coulcl hear water

rushing from fractured pipes and choketi in the ihick cloud" of dust. l'{e

took a rol1-cal1 of the shelter occupants, but it wasnrt until the A.ii.?.

team apived that we real.i-zed our neighbours at 138 Leigb Road haC received

a direct hit. lVe emerged. to see the three bodies being taken from the debris."
n I,[y husband and I have every reason to remember that night as we lost

everything. Our house at 26 Coniston Road. and our neighbourrs at 24 were

destroyed by incendiary bombs. A bomb dropped so close to Mr. Snithrs

shelter that his wife d.ied within a week. I shaIl never forget the eerie

light the flares madel as well as the incendiaries'rr
n l,lany houses in 0wen Road were damaged, Nos. 4 and 5 being conpletely

d^eroolisheci; Nos. 28, 1 and. 2 0'Connell were also flattened' Around six

people died. Electricity supplies were cut off on one sidet but not on

the sid.e that suffered most damage. We were taken by bus to Northend-

School for breakfast. Furnlture that had" survive.l in the damaged houses

was stored in Toynbee School.r'
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L944 - V.lrs over Eastle_lg!. trThe haunting d.rone ci' these missiles uas

quite frightening and when the engine powering the bomb cut out I can

remember sitting in the shelter and counting (I think it was up to three)

before the bomb exploded.. Not a very good. waiting ganelil

Most witnesses refer to a sound li.ke that of a motorbike anC a flane

comi-ng out high up over the tai] of what appeared to be a plane.
Itliarly one morning, I heard. this noisel then it cut out and fad"ed away.

it fe1l 1n tb.e Romsey &r€&. Another came down in the Sandy Lane area. A

third fell on a bumgalow on the corner of lJeavels Road and Fair Oak Roadt

killing the o1d.1ad.y who lived there. Lastlye on another occasion,I remember

(and. I was rea11y frightened at the time) one cut out while passing right
overhead and came down in Stoke Park Wood.rt

rrone came over one night while we were in the shelter in the gard.en.

It passed. right above us, then suddenly cut out. i{e lay face down on our

bunksl as advised., plugs in our €&TS1 hand.s reinforcing themr mouthfuls

of blanket between our teeth, waiting for the bang. i'; v:as some vlay off

either in 3assett Avenue or Chand"lers Ford.tr
rlt 'lvas sti-l] dark and I had got up to go to work. The sirens sounded,

followeC by fi.ck-Ack guns.,. I saw what I thought was an enemy plane that

had been hit as it was traillng a flarne. Then I noticed that it was lnter-

rnittant an6 the flame eventually went out. A couple of minutes later there

was a 1oud. bang. It had. f;r-il.:ir in the Chandlers Ford area.rr

ron a beautiful summer morning tn 1944e I r-oturned home after an eight

hour night guard. duty at the Char,berlayne Road !ril1 Hal1. An air raid

had been in operation most of the night and the all-clear had stil1 to be

sound.ed...I looked up and. saw what I realised to be rny firste and thankfully

my 1ast, dood.lebug, the dreafled V.l.Rocket Plane, which carried a pay-Ioad

of high explosive. As it passed almost overhead at about 400" I could see

quite plainly its shape and size. Ufith an uncanny suddenness its engi-ne

stopped", the noise being replaced by an eerie sileneet save for the slight

sound of its slip-stream. Th,en carne the unmistakable noise and- thud- of

an explosion. Later, I learned that a fairly large housee cal}ed, I thinkt

ilTbe Hayesttin line Roade chand.lers Ford, had been d.enolished by the rocket

and some, if not a1l. the residents, lvho were in their Anderson shelterl

ki]led. The ad.jacent house lost most of its roof and suffered other

superficial damage.'r

Thc extracts in this paper a?a taken fnon
lnformatlon gEth€led by I,ee WEI'cb in 1985'
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