
E#tl,eis4n and. the Domes&ay Book.

ll E*r,

:*-- 1-.

I /"b/
,r/ .UV

%oa,c/qrL e'/ c)
I

II

ii

l.?.
->-

i

1n *^utl.rutK.
lffb "'": -i Ed'LLE. Q ol,.,{ -rus Ja rry L'

- *-,tJo* * o oor-fi' k, W n. u.h {- "* .p u ..
'+il . r' d.ln 1',g,',' -t u u'71 ui'' u ttt 7 <t t t'Lo.,t a
,;. rJlh.'r - fgu-t vt' . d Fo'-S't,.r. &.'<t. vt{
/lg 7 *7 A :,'i,. rL. t"l't.



INTRODUCTION

The Book of Winchester, or Domesday Book, is one of the country's oldest
and best known public records. It has been translated, transcribed, reproduced,
interpreted (and mis-interpreted) by many people, most of them erudite scholars.
The object of this short paper is to give ready access to members of what Domesday

actually does say about places in our immediate area.
As most people will recall, the last successful invasion of England concluded

when William, the bastard Duke of Normandy, defeated Harold Godwinson at the battle
of Senlac Hill, near Hastings on Saturday, 14 October 1066. By right of conquest
he became William I of England although his geign did not officially begin until
his Coronation on Christmas Day of the same year. He spent the next 19 years not
only in consolidating his newly won kingdom but also in defending his possessions
in France and Normandy. on his return from one of the latter expeditions towards
the end of 1067 he, in Lhe words of the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, 'gave away every
man's land' (Garmonsway, P200). This statement should not be taken too 1itera1ly.
Some Englishmen and fnstitutions did retain their tenures, or at least a portion
of them; others fought for them, eventually without success. This was william's
way of rewarding his supporters for their past services and to ensure loyalty
to their feudal oath to continue to do so in the future.

In 1085 a projected invasion from Denmark (which in the event did not occur)
found William having to inport mercenary troops to augment his own forces. This
and the difficulties he encountered in billeting them must have brought home

to him how unsatisfactory was his own knowledge of the resources available in
England. Accordingly when the King held consultation with his Counsell-ors
at Gloucester over the Christmas that year it was determined to find out

". about this 1and, how it was peopled and with what sort of men. Then he
sent his men all over England into every shire to ascertain how many hundreds
of'hides'of1andtherewereineachshire,andhowmuch1andand
Iivestock the king himself possessed in the country, and what annual dues
were lawfully his from each shire. He also had it recorded how much land
his archbishops had, and his diocesan bishops, his abbots and his earls
and what or how much each man who was a landholder here in England had
in land or livestock and how much money it was worth . . . ', (Garmonsway, p2i-6)

Shortly afterwards the great quest began. It is not envisaged that the
Commissions visited every village and hamlet but rather sat in one of the main
centres of population and summoned representatives, both French and English,
to appear before them and provide the required details upon oath. No actual copy
of the questions asked has survived but most of them can be deduced from the answers
received. (see attached tables).
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There may have been other questions, for the returns were collected and sent
to Winchester (unfortunately these have not survived) where they were surTrnarised,
sorted and edited to produce the final version by the end of 10g6, although the
fair copying may have taken somewhat longer. A most remarkable feat that most of
England could be covered so rbhoroughry at this time in history.

How much time willian himsetf had to consider the resul-t of his order is
debatable. He left England in the early sumner of 1087 and in JuIy received an
accidental but fatal injury whilst engaged in a retaliatory raid in defence of his
French possessions. He died on 9 september following and was buried in the Abbey
of St. Stephen at Caen.

such then is a very brief synopsis of the events leading up to the production
of Domesday Book. why was it done? The King's grandson, Bishop Henry (de Bloi.s)
of winchester was of the opinion that it was so that 'every man should know his right
and not usurp another's' (Munby, rntroduction). Nineteenth century historians
(Round, Maitland et al) thought, and taught that it was basically a great tax
assessment. More recent scholars (Galbraith and others) regard it as an economic
and administrative survey.

where academics of such great repute disagree. dare the locar historian meddre?
The basic material can be deceptive and ful-I of pitfal1s. Ever since it was
first published in 1783, and even before, amateur recorders of their area's
past have proudly included, where applicabler a facsimile of the appropriate
Dornesday entry, occasionally without a translation, often without an adeguate
explanation- Yet there is much to be gained. Early holders of 1and, a very
scant estimate of population, an idea of the economic development of the community
and so on- Possibly the most advantageous approach is to compare one locality
with another, both then and now. Can an explanation be found as to why one
settlement prospered and another disappeared into obscurity?

A final caveat. Do treat local extraneous information with caution. rt is
not unconunon to be told that rmy family' or tny houset is mentioned in Domesday Book.
occasionally true but very seLdom. The i.nformation in local pamphlets should
be checked. rn particular it has appeared in print on more than oreoccasi,on
that our or,rn cranbury Park is listed in Domesday as being the site of a monastery
complete with fish ponds and all. with local place names such as Monkswood,
l"lonksbridge, Fryern (Friarts ?) Hill this is attractive but regrettably there is
no mention of cranbury in the Domesday record nor even of Merdon (Hursley) of which
manor Cranbury then formed part. It has been postulated, but not proven, that the
area courd have been included in the'one hide'of Chilcomb?

N.D. Barber. (Eastleigh 613345)

June, 1986.



GLOSSARY

cHrLcoMB At first glance it may appear strange that a manor of such an extent
should only be valued at one hide. For an explanation it is necessary
to go further back into history. By tradition, after his conversion
to chrjstianity, cynegils, King of the west saxons (6rr-643) gave the
valley of chilcomb to the chrrrch at winchester. successive rulers
confirrned thi-s gift but it was not committed to writing until
Aethelwulf (839*855) declared by chart-er t.hat the gift was again
confirmed and was to be assessed in perpetuity at only one hj.de.
The statement is re-iterated in succeeding Saxon charters.

DEMESNE Land retained by the lord of tfre manor for his own use and upon

which tenants gave free service according to the customs of the mar,or.

HIDE A highly variable term. originally Jt was a unit of taxation rather
than a precise amount of rand and taken to be that required to
support a given family unit. This naturally varied with the fertility
of the soil. A generally accepted average area i.s thought to be

about 120 acres.

HUNDP.ED An administrative subdivision of a shire.

PrGS' An indication of the amount of woodl-and available, chiefly for
Land for pannage, but there is room for ambiguity. In some cases it seems

to show how many animal.s could expect to find feed there; in ot-hers
the rental (in pigs) charged for the use of the woods.

POPULATION ThJ.s, at best, must be regarded as a very rough estimat.e. The lord of
the manor and his family do not appear to be included; it j.s

not known whether both mal.e and female slaves were invol-ved in the
count or lust the males; It is assumed that only actual working
members of the tvillagert and tsmallholdert classes are enumerated.

Ihe size of the family unit is not knovrn but is usually reckoned to be

between 4 and 5. of use mainly for comparison purposes of one

settlement with another.

SLAVES 
,(SERVI). 

These did the majority of the work on the demesne lands.
rhey were regarded as a 'thing' rather than a person and had few rights.
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SMALLHOLDERS (BORDARII). More correctly borderers. A class that came below

vilragers (s.v.) in status. The term suggests those who dwelt in
cottages perhaps some distance from the demesne 1ands. Their rrormal_

holding was about 5 acres and they may harze had an ox for plough!.ng.
some paid a small rent but the majority worked the lord's lands and,
when possible, their own smallholdings.

T.R.E- Harold Godwinson was rurer of England from 6 Januarl' until-
14 october 1066 but william the conqlreror always insisted that he

was an usurper. consequently his name, apart from one scribal error,
does not appear in the Domescay Book. The scribes when referring
to events befoe 1056 in variahry used the abbreviation T.R.E.
(Tempore regis Edwardi = = in'the time of King Edward) and used in the
Domesday survey to meari the day 'when King Edward was alive and

dead' that is 5 January 1066.

VALUE OF LAI\'ID Domesday normal.ly qives three val-ues for t-his. The fi.rst T.R.E.,
The second 'and after' meaning after the redistribution
of land from 1067 onward arrd the thi.rd. the present (1096) varue.

VILLAGERS (VILLANI). Usually translated villeins. They owed some duties
to the manorial. lord, they were semi-free, probabJ.y owned a
plor-rgh team or part of one and a virgate in the common fierd.

VIRGATE A guarter of an hide - say 30 acres.

SOURCES AND FURTHER READING (Most of these can be obtained from the public library)

Bodleian Library Harleian Charter 43.C.1. (dated 909 and confirming
the boundaries of the
Ma-nor of Chilcomb)

BARI,OW, F. The Feudal Kingdom of England L042-I2I6
(Third edition I l-9'72)

DARBY,

GALBRAITH' V.H. Domesday Book - fts Place in Administrative History
(r97 4)

GARMONSI^IAY, 9.N. (Trans) The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle
(Penguin re-print, L972)

MAITLAT\'ID, F.W. Domesday Book and Beyond (1897)

H.c. (ed.1 
TB""B?g:?dex*gglg53yhtsg5_.t?!rana

Julian (ed.1 Domesday Book - Hampshire (Chichester, J.982)

J. H. Feudal England (1895)

Domesday Book - a Guide. (f973)

IVIUNBY,

ROT1ND,

WELLDON F]NN, R.
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ALLINGTON LAND OF WILLIAM ALIS IN THE HUNDRED OF MANSBRIDGE

william Aris hold" ffi1d ir rro* *rn
rt was then, as now, assessed at 3 hides. There is rand for 5 ploughs.
rn the demesne is 1 plough. 11 villagers and 6 smallhoLders have 7 proughs.
There are a church, 10 slaves, 2 mirls worth 2o/-,67 acres of meadow,
pasture worth 30 pence and woodland for 20 pigs.
T.R.E. it was worth €I5, afterwards €7 and now €6 LOs.

BISHOPSTOKE LAND OF THE BISHOP OF IN THE HUNDRED OF FAWLEY

WINCHESTER

The Bishop himself holds srocHES in demesne'and it has always belonged to the Bishopric
T'R'E' it was assessed, and is now at 5 hides. There is land for 5 ploughs.
rn the demesne are 2 ploughs. 6 villagers and 5 smalrholders have 3 ploughs.
There are 6 slaves, a mirl worth L0/-, a church, 74 acres of meadow
and woodland for 10 pigs.
T.R.E. and afterwards it was worth €6, now €g.

BISHOPS WALTHA}{ LAND OF THE BISHOP OF IN THE Hi'NDRED OF WALTHAM

WINCHESTER

The Bishop himself holds WALTHAM in demesne and it has always beronged to the Bishopric.
T.R.E. it was assessed, and is now at 20 hides, although there be there
30 hides in number. There is land for 26 ploughs.
rn the demesne are 6 ploughs. 70 villagers and 15 smallholders have 26 ploughs.
There are 7 slaves, 3 milrs worth 17/6,2f acres of meadow and woodrand for 10 pigs.
There is also a park for beasts (of the chase).
T.R.E. i; was worth €31, afterwards €10 l-0s. and now €30.

Of the -dneo of this manor

Robert rolds 3 virgates. T.R.E. the villagers held them.
There he has 1 plough, 1 smallholder and r slave. rt is worth 30/-.
Ralph the priest holds 2 churches of this manor with 2L hides and
there he has 2 ploughs in the demesne. 2 villagers, 9 smallholders and 6 slaves
have 1 plough. It is worth IOO/-.
of the land belonging to these churches, 1 man holds t hide of the villagers'
land and there he has 1 villager and 3 smallholders with 9 oxen.
It is worth 30/-.



BOTLEY LAND OF RALPH DE MORTIMER

c,v

IN THE HUNDRED OF MANSBRIDGE

The same Ralph holds BOTELIE. Cheping held it from King Edward.

Then, as now, it was assessed at 2 hides. There is land for 6 ploughs.
8 villagers and 4 smallholders have 4 ploughs. There are a church, 4 slaves,
2 mil1s worth 20/-,12 acres of meadow but woodland is lacking.
T.R.E. it was worth €10, later, as now I00/-.

BOYATT LAND OF HERBRAND IN THE HUNDRED OF MANSBRIDGE

Herbrand holds BOVIETE from the King. Godric held it from King Edward.

Then it was assessed at 2 hidesr rrow at ! hide. There is land for 2 ploughs.
In the demesne is 1 plough. I villager and S"smallholders have L a plough.
There are 2 slaves, 2mi11s worth 16/-,45 acres of meadow and woodland worth I piS.
T.R.E. it was worth €4, later, as now, 40/-.

CHILCOMB* LAND FOR THE SUPPLIES OF IN THE HUNDRED OF FALMER

THE MONKS OF WINCHESTER.

Bishop Walkelin holds CILTECUMBE. T.R.E. it wasr dnd is now, assessed at t hide.
There is land for 68 ploughs. fn the demesne are 12 ploughs.

30 villagers and 115 smallholders have 57 ploughs. There 1r" 9 churches, 20 slaves,
4 mills worth €4, 40 acres of meadow, pasturage worth 23/5 \nd woodlandworth 30 pigs.
from the pannage. Of this hide (sic):-
William holds l-and for 3 ploughs. Manno held it.
Cheping holds land for I plough. He held it himself.
Walter holds land for I plough. Alfhere held it.
Hugh Mason holds land for 2 ploughs. Gerard held it.
Thurstan Rufus holds land for 1 plough. Aelmer held it.
Osbern holds land for I plough. Godwin held it.
Thurstan Sma1l holds 30 acres. Alfheah held it.
Those who held these l-ands T.R.E. could not withdraw to another lord with their land.
The present hoLders have in the demesne 7 ploughs.

7 villagers and 30 smallholders have 2 plough. There are 1l- slaves and 4 acres

of ineadow.

T.R.E. the whole manor was worth €73 10s, later the same.

What the monks now hold is worth €80, what the tenants hold €24.

6 hides were attached to this manor T.R.E. which Ralph de Mortimer now holds
but he performs no service to the church.

(*Later the manor of rBarton and Buddlesgate' situated in Chilcomb, Winnal,
Morestead, St. Faith (St. Cross), Compton, Weeke, Littleton and Sparsholt)



EASTLEIGH LAND OF HENRY THE TREASURER TN THE HUNDRED OF MANSBRIDGE

The same Henry-holds ESTLEIE. Godwin held it from King Edward and was free to

go where he would. It was then assessed at 2 hides, now at t hide

There is land for 2 ploughs. In the demesne is 1 plough'

4 villagers and 7 smallholders have 3 ploughs.

There are 2 slaves, 12 acres of meadow and wood]and worth 5 pigs.

T.R.E. and afterwards it was' as now' worth 40 shillings'

NORTH BADDESLEY LAND OF RAI,PH DE MORTIMER IN THE HUNDRED OF MANSBRIDGE

The same Ralph holds BEDESLEI. Cheping held it from the King.

Then, as now, it was assessed at 2 hides. thdre is land for 4 ptoughs.

4 villagers and 7 smallholders have 2 ploughs.

There are 7 slaves, a church, pasture worth 10/- and woodland worth 10 pigs.

T.R.E. it was worth €10, Iater 100s. and now 60s.

NORTH STONEHAM LAND OF ST. PETER OF IN THE HUNDRED OF MANSBR]DGE

WINCHESTER*

The same abbey holds STANEHAM. It was always in the hands of the monastery.

T.R.E., as n ow it was assessed at 8 hides. There is land for 1l ploughs.

In the demesne are 2 ploughs. 28 villagers and 7 smallholders have 9 ploughs.

There are a church, 13 slaves, 2 mi1ls worth 30/-, 224 acres of meadow'

pasture worth 2/- and woodland worth 20 pigs.

T.R.E. it was worth €12, afterwards, as now €10.

(* The New Minster, later Hyde abbey, Winchester)

OTTERBOURNE LAND OF RALPH DE MORTIMER IN THE HUNDRED OF BUDDLESGATE

Ralph de Mortimer holds OTREBURNE. Cheping held it from the Bishopric of

Winchester and could not withdraw himself from the lordship of the church.

It was then, as now, assessed at 4 hides. There is land for 5 ploughs'

In the demesne is 1 plough. 10 vitlagers and 8 smallholders have 2 ploughs.

There are a church, 6 slaves, 50 acres of meadow, a fishery worth 2/- and

pasturage worth L0/-.

T.R.E. it was worth €8, afterwards and now, I00/-'



SOUTH STONEHAM LAND FOR THE SUPPLIES OF

10

IN THE HUNDRND OF MANSBRIDGE

THE MONKS OF WINCHESTER.

The Bishop himself holds STANHAM. It is appropiated for the clothing of the monks.

T.R.E. it was assessed at 5 hides but now at 3 hides. There is 1and for 9 ploughs.
fn the demesne is 1 plough. 11 villagers and 9 smallholders have 8 ploughs.
There are I slave, 23 acres of meadow, 2 fisheries worth 39 pence and

woodland worth 20 pigs.
T.R.E. it was worth €7, afterwards €4 and now €8.
Richere the clerk holds the church of this manor, together with 2 other
churches near Hantone* which belong to this as the mother church.
t hide of land is attached to this church which he also ho1ds.
He also has a1l the tithes of this vitrage anb of the Kingrs rands.
what he holds of the Bishop is worth 20/- and what he holds of the King
is also worth 20/-.

(* Southampton)

TWYFORD LAND OF THE BISHOP OF IN THE HUNDRED OF FAWLEY

WINCHESTER.

The Bishop himserf holds TUTFORDE in demesne. He has always herd it.
T.R.E. it was assessed at 20 hides, new at 15 hides. There is land for 25 ploughs.
In the demesne are 4 ploughs. 29 villagers and 20 smallholders have 21 ploughs.
There are a church worth 5 shilllngs, 4 mills worth €4, 10 acres of meadow and

woodland worth 15 pigs from the pannage.

T.R.E. and afterwards it was worth 820, now E32.

rn the said Tuiforde the Bishop has I *unor.* Alded the wife of osward

held it of the Bishop. Wulfric held it T.R.E. and it has always lain in the
Bishopric. ft was then assessed at t0 hides, now at 5 hides. There is land for 8

ploughs. In the demesne are 2 ploughs. I7 villagers and 20 smallholders have

7 ploughs. There are 3 slaves, 2 mills worth €4 15s., 32 acres of meadow and

pasturage worth 12s 6d.

T.R.E. and afterwards it was worth €12, now €15.

(* Owlesbury in Twyford)




